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Pan Asian Summit Allows Community Voices to be Heard 
Asian Pacific and South Asian Commissions event provides forum for expression 

 
The Governor’s Commission on Asian Pacific American Affairs and the Governor’s Commission 

on South Asian American Affairs are holding an event to provide Asian Americans in Maryland 

an opportunity to voice their ideas, needs and concerns. The commissions will host a Pan Asian 

Community Summit and Legislative Reception, January 28, 2013 at the Miller Senate Office 

Building, 11 Bladen Street, Annapolis, MD. The activities will take place in the East and West 

wings. 

 

The summit will consist of panel discussions featuring experts in the field of language access, 

civil rights, cultural sensitivity, health care, senior care, job creation and career development. 

Among the lineup of prominent panelists is Maryland Secretary of Veteran Affairs, Edward 

Chow Jr., Alvin Gillard, Director of the Baltimore City Office of Civil Rights and Wage 

Enforcement, Courtney Chappell, Senior Advisor to the White House Initiative on Asian 

Americans and Pacific Islanders, Dr. Janelle Wong, Director of the University of Maryland’s 

Asian American Studies Program and Loretta Garcia, manager of the Montgomery County Office 

of Human Rights Enforcement Programs. A legislative reception follows the panel discussions, 

during which General Assembly members will field questions from their constituents. The 

summit takes place from 1pm- 6pm., followed by the reception from 6pm-8pm.  

 

As a unit of the Governor’s Office of Community Initiatives (GOCI), the Governor’s 

Commission on Asian Pacific American Affairs advises the Governor and State agencies on 

matters relating to the economic, workforce and community development of the Asian Pacific 

American population in Maryland. The Governor's Commission on South Asian American 

Affairs serves as an advisory body to the Governor and agencies within the Executive 

Department on matters relating to the South Asian American community of Maryland. It 

is also a unit of GOCI. 


